CHAPTER XV
WHEN CURTIS TALKED

WHEN Curtis talked about " the finest profession in
the world " it was to give a review of the work
of a barrister which would serve as a valuable and com-
plete survey of the profession. He spoke well, enthusi-
astically, and at length on the subject, with a fund of
human understanding and a wit that made it possible to
listen to him with intense pleasure. One of the questions
asked of him by his non-legal friends was the inevitable
one that is put to all barristers. It runs: " How on
earth can you possibly put heart into the defence of a
man whom you know to be guilty ?"

The answer, said Curtis, was extremely simple, He
never did. If a client came to him saying he was guilty
he would reply: " I cannot put before a Court a defence
which I know to be untrue, But it is my duty to relate
any mitigating features there may be in your case in an
endeavour to induce the Judge to pass upon you a more
lenient sentence than he would otherwise do,"

Sometimes the client was thunderstruck and said: " I
thought lawyers were there for me to tell them the truth,
and for them to get me out of my troubles/5 But if in
spite of saying he was guilty, the client insisted on a plea
of "Not Guilty/' then Curtis told him he must .seek
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